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economy along with higher taxes on a shrinking population. 

It takes political courage to tell naysayers, "I want this city to grow, because 

this is the only way it will be affordable to live here.'' 

Thankfully, the Assembly has taken the first step. 

• After retiring as the senior vice president in charge of business banking for

KeyBank in Alaska, Win Gruening became a regular Opinion Page columnist for the

Juneau Empire. He was born and raised in Juneau and graduated from the U.S. Air

Force Academy in 1970. He is involved in various local and statewide organizations.
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